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WE B S St (EVs) W8 i BB Ma T B8R . ik (A EE SO
PARIE AN EVs, @I APRBURIIRER T (NTA) K452 EVs: qRT-PCR FIRGEL
G AT A 3 i 8 EVs XE BEVR EELN AL (BMDMs) AR Ak (1 52 A LA 40 Al [H 7
KIFRIEKE, BFERREIRIER T o (TNF-a) « FH#E-y (UFN-y) . AN E-6 (IL-6) Ff1H
M 3-10 (IL-10) 5 M RETIE A, W B E A EVs 19 3 MR (0.2, 2. 20 pg/
FAHD VNI, PBS MENRPSEAIRA, RRHEE 3 FRAMBIETIRA,
PBS 4. ZFHIZH, FEXHA, 08I RS G A S TN s i EVs X B K
PRIBIT R . R #h A EVs BiRTE 20~550 nm 2 [f]; & HIEF EVs AETL{E BMDMs [
M1 RAIA M2 RAEIMAL, FEr=Agii -, B4 TNF-o. IFN-y. 1L-6 F 1L-10; Kk
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Abstract Objective To explore the therapeutic effect of extracellular vesicles (EVs) of
Aspergillus flavus on A. flavus infection. Methods  The extracellular vesicles (EVS)
of Aspergillus flavus were isolated using ultracentrifugation and detected/identified by
nanoparticle tracking analysis (NTA). Quantitative real-time PCR (qRT-PCR) and enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA) kits were used to assess the effect of A. flavus EVs on the
polarization of bone marrow-derived macrophages (BMDMs) and the expression levels of several
cytokines, including tumor necrosis factor-o. (TNF-a), interferon-y (IFN-y), interleukin-6 (IL-6),
and interleukin-10 (IL-10). The Galleria mellonella infection model was constructed. Three
concentration groups of A. flavus EVs (0.2, 2, and 20 pg/larvae) were set as the experimental
groups, and PBS was used as the control group for the infection model. Meanwhile, three forms of
negative control groups were established, including the PBS group, the pierced controlgroup, and
the negative control group. The therapeutic effect of A. flavus EVs on A. flavus infection was
evaluated by the survival rate of the G. mellonella infection models. Results ~ The particle size
of A. flavus EVs ranged from 20 to 550 nm. A. flavus EVs could polarize BMDMs into both M1
and M2 phenotypes and induce the production of cytokines, including TNF-o, IFN-y, IL-6, and
IL-10. The results of the G. mellonella infection model showed that A. flavus EVs could improve
the survival rate of G. mellonella after A. flavus infection. Conclusion The EVs produced by A.
flavus can promote the expression of both pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokines in
BMDMs, induce M1 polarization and M2 polarization of BMDMs, and increase the survival rate
of G. mellonella after A. flavus infection.

Key words Aspergillus flavus; extracellular vesicles; macrophage; cytokines; polarization;
Galleria mellonella
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A (Aspergillus flavus, A. flavus) &2 I8 6@ —FP20R BB, AT SEMR R
M2 RGBT BRI, I H R 2 e MAE G EM G i E RN, A TR
i, YHfshFEH C(extracellular vesicles , EVs) W] H 3 M FUBRMELLE 24 (multivesular
bodies, MVBs) il &id A ol  HA% Aok BRI iz iR . d B Al o S5 A
WOiE RSy - TESH AR IE PRORT L R B 1) o2 TR e 22 0 B A I B, F 7 129 | i
0 EVs REW% S 3 EVRAM ™ A RIEN T, W EIASER T o (tumor necrosis factor-a,
TNF-a) . H4HMI/r 3 Cinterleukin-10, IL-6) A1 1L-10 %% . 17 i %5995 ) i R & FH 2547 b T 1
TER SR, #tEKM, SEEhERIET MR EME 2, Wik, FR2E6 T T
BT, HFFPURIL EVs ] DU G 0 2 1) R W AR (ST 26 o R AR AT A A 3 3



BF AR LD-F1, 1% 5T e B0 52 oA 22 1 N S 45 1 A I EVst), [RIMCAR 2R B il 8 7 AR 11 EVs X 3
AR SRR B A — @RI R, ARG &R —E S E M E.

1 MR 5T

1.1 #kE

111 400, WARMEBER /R B kIR T o s & WAk LD-F1 dARSE
WM, REEIRA) L, BT 200~300 mg/o%, 3L 260 2%, BTG, T E REEM
TEAEYRH A R A

1.1.2 EERFMLEE  HEARIE IFN-y. HARIE IL-4 ($75: HY-P7071. HY-P7080)
¥ EEE MedChemExpress A Fl; FEARZGRINAG A MIE (T8'5: SX3000) M H #iiL it
A BlE R AR AR EARIE IL-12 P40 ($85: 210-12-2UG) . DMEM &L
FrkE (B85 C11995500BT) . M40t 2k iy B 56 [H 28R Wi /R BHEH R A 7 ; PBS 2
MR (B35 P1020) T H AL R E R AR A Al ; ELISA KIT TNF-a.  IFN-y. IL-6 IL-10
(#%5: CME0004-F-096. CMEO0003-096. CMEO0006-F-096. CME0016-F-096) 4t [ b 5¢
VUIEARAEMIRHE A BR A B WX & (585 KR123) 1 5 L5 RARAACRHA A A
2>HQ SYBR gPCR Mix (Without ROX) 7% (5. ZF501-2) W B bt R AR R R}
HAERA,; BEOHL (95 GENESPEED 1730R) W H LR EE AR AR AL
FeAE (A5 MIX-80B) ) H ZE45 A S i o A #s ilis |5 B BS 0oL (5. CP10ONX)
W b A E BR R 5 E BRAF s A 8 a8 A AR R A R s 2 ThRERG bR
1 (A% : Synergy Neo2 Hybrid) W H L7 o8 B & e EWH ARG A A .

1.2 F

1.2.1 Bl

1.2.1.1 EASEFRESE  REGEERE 49, 20>ERVAR 20 mL, fHE TR 400 uL, 7518
JKINZ 400 mL, 121 °C:KT# 20 min.

1.2.1.2 GAEEHEBEIEREF E (potato dextrose agar , PDA) #4%&  FREUL4 % 200 g,
MKELRE, 4 EORILIELERDRER, FROHEEE 209, M 139, ZRKER 24
1000 mL, 121 °CKT# 20 min.

1.2.1.3 DMEM SE&HseEH& I 89% =Kk DMEM H5775:, 10%K i 2F iF, 1%k E
IR, BCH Ny DMEM 5848 95 51 %

1.2.2 HRWHE Kt &Rk LD-FL #5501 PDA 59786 |, 30 °CH59% 5d, HI% 0.1%
I3 80 1) PBS 10 mL PPl 7R R M 22, FKEA1 8 BB 40 IE, Hiduk )5 1k i &
I T 204, 8000 r/min &0 10 min J53F iEWR, F PBS FRREZ, 40 40R
THE AR SCI6 R I ith B 4 AR A7 IR FE D 110% CFU/mL Al 2107 CFU/mL.

1.2.3 MMM IAIRER KB B AT 25007 MEFIFE I Z R PE AR 400 mL
FEAEEFRILY, 37 °C. 200 rimin 2SR5 5% 72 he FK B 8 2488 400 I8 5 38 _LIEW,

3



FE 4 °Co&A4F 3000 r/min 250 30 min, KR 235K AO4H ML v A 2% FUUTUE o 7E 4 °Co& AT 8 000
r/min &0 60 min, HE—BEREE AR H 0.22 um (AN E T IER I IERR 240 H, 75 4 °C
ZF T 16 000 r/min HLEES.C 90 min 57 RIS, EHEZIK, &J5H PBS EELL 1K,
T 4 °CZAF T 16 000 r/min 13 250> 90 min J57F i, FH 500 pl TG Joi% BE B 1) B 4l
BIFHEEU EVs, -80 °CIRA7#H

1.2.4 MRS BEIBLKBRLERESHT (nano particles tracking analysis, NTA) #  $2HL
1 EVs FEAIN-80 °CUKAIEUH 5% TIRIINC G AT BHE AR A F . RAI{EE Particle
Metrix 224771 NTA X (5. Zeta View PMX-120) XF EVs #EATHGI, (3% 48K Bk
KiA2 A PRIK R zeta HLAZ, HirP NanoSight NS300 S M i 2545 7% IS 20 B
EVs BEAT 9K RORLER 7 70 47 -

1.25 EMAMEER IS5 mL & DMEM e85 7R 5E T 15 mL Z.08H, 37 °CTii#k,
-80 °CUKFEBUE BEUE EVE4H . (bone marrow-derived macrophages, BMDMs) BMDMs J#A\
37 cCoK ¥R P AL R, B N AR &, % BMDMs IS5 ik 772 o 1,000 r/min
B0 5 min, F_ERARMEY0E. A5 mL EAeRREE RN, HRE T25 B,
37°C. 5% CO; HFrMiHiIr. 24 h Jo M S A K 3] 80%~90%, P HEAT 4 fifd S 56 4]
AL R 7%

1.2.6 ZHMEFRIM BMDMs & 754 KA E o AT THECE &, 4HARAE 48 SLAT, BMDMs
WP 1.5X10° /ML, MR E R 7.5510° AL, BRpE FR R 2 AN LPS (1 png/mL)
+IFN-y (2 ng/mL) 735 FIAEBAPEXT BRI VERT I . 2% Da et all MR T,  SRU6 415 B K
fE240.31. 1.25 . 5.00 . 20.00 ng/mL $EEHI T HI A LD-F1 ) EVs /EAH T BMDMSs, JRA
37 °C. 5% CO, 574 H 48 h Ja, K3R13H BMDMs it 1 000 r/min &> 10 min
Joi, WE BiEWG T ELISA Rl 55 TNF-a. IFN-y. 1L-6 AT IL-10 &4 i K1 i 22k 7K
1.2.7 BMDMs ARALK Il

1.2.7.1 iS4 SRR Medium AAUIMA S FREEMBA XTI M1 7 SR 1IFN-v (2
ng/mL) + IL-12p40 (50 ng/mL) ; M2 iS4 A N IL-10 + IL-4 (50 ng/mL) ; EVs ZH¥N
10 pg/mL ] EVs. BMDMs & 5857 Kfsow G AT 4ot £, H 2% 24 fLikH, ps
&R 2108 ANmL, 1x10% ML, 37 °C. 5% CO, K594 & 6 h.

1272 REAHML RNA 2098 6 h )5, ZBRGUMIGIRE, T4 PBS iEMR4HM, 7£ 24 4L
BIAEFLIN 0.25 mL TRIzol 77, 4254 £ 808, =R E 5min. 1A 0.2
mL =& e, BifERA)JE 15~30 °CHUE 2~3 min, 4 °C4+F 12 000 r/min 2.0 15 min J5 %
& b RAKAHEBN Ep B b o IO E R AR, RS, EiRFFE 10 min, 4 °CZ%/F T, 12 000
r/min B0 10 min A YT . FE IS, 1 mL FA 0 75%0 2.8 (DEPC /KECH]D Peik



DUEY) . 4 °CHAFF, 7500 r/min 5.0 5 min, 7 F3E#. vk EJRF 5~10 min, Fli&& DEPC
IKVERRUTTEDD, FT45 20 0 AR RS AR 5 RNA, fR17T-80 °C& .
1273 Y8t RAEEFEFA, RN ST, H R TRRE A " A
R

R1 595

Tab.1 Primer sequence

Gene Name Primer Sequences
F: 5-CCTAAGGCCAACCGTGAAAA-3’
R: 5’-GAGGCATACAGGGACAGCACA-3’

S-actin
F: 5>-TCACAGGTCTGGCAATTCTTCTG-3’

R: 5’>-ACTCCCTTCTATTGGCCTGTCC-3’
YM1

F: 5’-GTTCCCAGATGTACCAGGATTC-3’

R: 5’-CGATGTCTTTGGCAGATATGC-3’
Arginase-1 (Arg-1)

F: 5>-CCTGAGATTCTGCCCCAGGAT-3’

R: 5’>-TTCACTGGGACCATCAGCTGG-3’
Flzz1

F: 5’-CCGAAGCAAACATCACATTCA-3’

R: 5’-GGTCTAAAGGCTCCGGGCT-3’
iINOS2

1.2.7.4 BHEFEEPCR KM ARG, LU ERE, KRN RNA ¥
3y cDNA. {# ] 2xHQ SYBR gPCR Mix (Without ROX) X7 &, 2% 1815 B e 0F B ]
PCR [tk %, Ak Hy: 2xHQ SYBR gPCR Mix (Without ROX) 10 uL, 10 pmol/L ] Forward

Primer 0.4 pL, 10 umol/L ] Reverse Primer 0.4 pL, 10 umol/L ] Template DNA/cDNA 2 pL,
ddH:0 7.2 pL. FEARHE UL PR P25 PCR IR NAE R E, B 5B AE I, 95 °C. 30s,
1/MEH; 95°C. 10 s 481, 60 °C. 30s B K/AEH, 3 35 ~40 IR f5e e AT Rl ih 2% 7
BT, RAERERINFE AT

1.2.8 SEWHRACE  EPUARSIE R ERE G, FiEY 200~300 mg FORESIRZ 0, 4
4 20 2%, Zr S L SRR LA Y Yok R ZEL RN B o R . S 4H 40 A 0.2 g EVs 4 (EVs 0.2
ng/Z W+ B T) - 2 ug EVs 41 (EVs 2 pg/4c+# & 1) .« 20 pg EVs 4 (EVs 20
ng/F s+ BT, QAR LIES EVs, 37 °CHYSBIEE: I 2 d JE M RIERALIEST 10 uL
T (1x10*CFU/ML) 5 YRR IR LN PBS 41 (PBS+3EHIE M T) , LA R LS 10
uL PBS, 37 °CIEEERTFE 2 d JaMHFFAEST 10 pL 5 (110 CFU/mL) ; [FIFF % E 3
T A MEXTREZL (Control group) = 4% PBS 41 (VEHS 10 pL PBS, 37 °CHJREGH;9% 2 d
Ja M FERBALIE ST 10 pL PBS) %3] (pierced control , PC) 4. (ZHRIME AL PBS, 37 °CHI
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MR FE 2 d JEAHFEIERAL R D , 2 AXTHE (negative control , NC) 41 CAMEARATALHE)
P RS A)) EAE 37 °CHI BRI 5557 5 d, MELDFORERIR A SE T 500 Rl BER) I35 %
HIZE AL RRIAZETD HEM AL 1R ITT IR E .

129 HHERMBARBERERS RS EEHE  KGERERIERKRE, iAo ek e

EVs, 37 °CHIERERE % 2 d Je M EFALVESS 10 uL 97 (1x10* CFU/ML) 5 JEYLBE R R 21
S 10 uL PBS, 37 °CHYEIEEEFE 2 d J5AHFIEALES 10 uL 87 (1<10*CFU/mML) , 43l

MRERGTE 2 d 5, BUFEShR s N, B 70% CREHEERE, NN PBS &A1 ikt
BAGLE PDA (5 100 pg/mL Kk fIE R AMEIgn A B9t b, 37 °Ci A 48 h, @idit
Hoos e s A R, THECE B AR R IR A b e B, BRE FIWT EVs X ORI IR
7 RCR

1.2.10 Gtk ® A GraphPad Prism B0 9.0 fRBEAT S it 70 #r - Pir A7 SEB 1 5 3 X,
EAS T ERIE R X £s Fox. KM Kaplan-Meier iE2:#4fE#14k, %H Log-rank
KOG HEAT AT I ZR BB, EUBAE T R 2 57 . % 5 EL R Tukey's multiple comparisons test
R o oy M 4L R) 22 5 s AR IEAS 70 A 807 2 A 55 Bl R Fl AE 2 40 Kruskal-Wallis H 45 56 A1
Dunnett's t #3670 #. P<0.05 N 2H it 25 L.

2 4R

21 BHBM EVSHHME  NTA I T EVs /NI FREIE, WK 1. X2 EVs [
o ATE BN E 1A Bz, K/ 20~550 nm ANEE, SF35 K/ g 202 nm, SD10 fRRLAE K/
N 120.9 nm, SD 50 fki4E kA 199.1 nm, SD90 FJ#i4% k7NN 306.6 nm. NanoSight NS300
SRl R AU AL B it 8 7 A ) 4H B A B LI 1B .

B 1 NTARPFHER EVs
Fig.1 NTA detection of the EVs of A. flavus
A: Graphs of particle size distribution and concentration of A. flavus EVs based on spectroscopy;

B: Video screenshots from NanoSight NS300 demonstrating EVs presence.



2.2 HM%E EVs BRERAMEMBEE T il &7 AR EVs X BMDMs 5
Wi, AS2IK: BMDMs 58 RV R 35 #h 8 EVs JL[ARG 9% )5, it ELISA Ml 4n iR 1=
BN, B 2 BT s R SEAYERT IR Medium ZHARLL, ¥ ihEE EVs BB AEELH I T (1
Fik. M EVsIKREN 20 ug/mL i}, BMDMs 43 TNF-o. IFN-y. IL-6 AT 1L-10 f¥)7K~F4> 51
4 3000 pg/mL. 100 pg/mL. 150 pg/mL A1 12 pg/mL, 5 Medium ZLAHLL, FikKF 0 B8
w ($P<0.0001) .

B 2 AEKREREIE EVs X BMDMs 40 73 #m

Fig. 2 The effects of Aspergillus flavus-derived EVs at different concentrations on cytokine
expression in BMDM

A-D: TNF-a, IFN-v, IL-6 and IL-10 expression levels in BMDMs treated with different
concentrations of A. flavus EVs; a: Medium group; b: LPS+IFN-y group; *P<0.05, ****P<0.000 1
vs Mediun group.
2.3 B LR/ IR T ERYE R M1 R4 B 3A i, 5 BT Medium
HAHLE, 7F EVs (10 pg/mL) fIER T BMDMs &, EVs 41 iINOS (M1 Ak bR E4)) mRNA
FIEKFHE TN T T 40 /% (t=39.09; P<0.000 1). M2 W AkbrEH YML F1 Arginase-1 (%] 3B.



3C) 11 mMRNA {335 7K 0 B 4 X6 R Medium 2H 57, 45503800 73 5 £ 0 16 % (1=11.88.
15.39; ¥JP<0.0001) . K, XEeEHaRIH, &4 R EVs {13k B VEgn o e 28 4t M1
AR A [R] o o GEAE 12 L 1) M2 B A4k .

& 3 # % EVs X BMDMs HAL B0
Fig.3 The effects of A. flavus EVs on polarization of BMDMSs
A-C: mRNA expression level of inducible nitric oxide synthase (iNOS2), chitinase - like 3
(chitinase3, YM1) and arginase - 1 (Arg-1) in response to A. flavus EVs; ****P<0.000 1 vs
Medium group.

24 BHBFENARSI BEREBEFEHBORBEFEROFEE  EREIER R
VPG T 38 M8 AR 1 EVs A2 T S ORI IR (R AEE , RS EVs 2d S5 R B T 5
d g Rl 4 frs, RGO BRI G d 2 AR 3R 60% (12/20) , d 5 (AFE
FAN 30% (6/20) 5 TEVEST EVS IKFEN 0.2 ug/Z& 40 U, BT d 2 7735 %N 70% (14/20),
TERRYL G d 5 MAAFIE RN 40% (8200 « FEVESS EVS WREEN 2 ng/%& 4 dif, E&YsHl1 d 2
FAEHN 80% (16/20) , FEIKGLS d 5 Z&AFIEHN 55% (11/20) 5 FEMEST EVS IKEN
20 pg/ A, YT d 2 FEIE 3N 80% (16/20), 7B YL d 5 FIAEIE N 60 % (12/20),
5 R GABE AL S R LA BRI IR 1 7705 R (P=0.040 8) , #1278 EVs TARH AT $ i K Y i
i 25 (1 K AR &) A7 2R



B4 T EVs X3 M BREH R IE T
Fig.4  The effects of A. flavus extracellular vesicles on G. mellonella infected with A. flavus
*P < 0.05; ****P<0.000 1 vs Control group.

2.5 FHI%E EVs BB RBIERR P BB A B i 5 o AR TR B R EVs TiAL B
) R R A P S B O, 3E— 2B R 7T o BT EV's X o R ) K I MR g R . 4 SR AR 5
iz, EVs WAL H ) R SR P BB E T T/ . 24 EVS IR N 2 png/2k 4 i, 4 dufk i &
T S T 5 B A A o A 2 A HL e/ (6=2.689; P<0.05) , T4 EVs WKE N 20 pg/%
4 U, &)y e A P B E B R B P R R R B2 A b TE £ (123581 P<0.01)
EVs MG 7 3805 th 8 CFU /K-F BRI A7 G 2 i d i, 1xse gt REURE M E EVs
A BE 51 R AE 58 R s RGO AR 1T B

B 5 REE EVs X REHE A N B BT R



Fig.5 The effects of A. flavus EVs on A. flavus conidia in G. mellonella
*P < 0.05; **P<0.01 vs PBS group.

3 WiR

EVs BA/EYNEE, selsB Vb, WA SAMRE SR, SOl REY &
HEEEAR, I A S A BRSO 40 R G R 2 R Okl TR
BB S LA T AR 1 EVs AT RS R 5 A4 1 e A M (R A ELAE T DG &, T
T EAEThRE, WSRO . X R EVs 51E AU B F TR TR T LA
IRGPEBIR R AR IS B KA .

FLE TR T BTN 5 2 (0PI B IR e FE, T A B 5 K MR 95 J5 B B e %
KFNER, RIFPURIAER, FEREBANMIE T, SO R G I B 2 5 90 ) B0, TN,
IFN. IL-6. IL-8 S5 % Rl F AR i 0 2, IL-4L 1L-10 S5 i 4 IR - R FE A ) 98 5 1
IO, FEARBEFH, NTA g5 R EoR EVs IR/ ZERBK, 18 20 F 550 nm 2 A A%, SF
K/ANA 202 nm. B E EVs 755 B A2 2 BT TNF-a. IFN-y. IL-6 FIHL5 K+
IL-10, ™ AEKPAE EVs RIIECR 20 E A8 B2 ha, JUHZ 4 EVs IKEE 20 pg/mL
N, S EWEA P A R TNF-o, IFN-y, 1L-6 K FHm TR, AEFEER.
X455 Brauer et allif 5u45 B —20, UEBAZER I EVS R R (23 BMDM P24 4%
RIF, AT 51K S0 R B, A5 FIFiEFR B . [ EVs HEEIEREDT 4 7 IL-10 fIRIE, $2
7 T e 3 R4 S IS ST, SO e R 7 A ) T B i e B A RE A
TP AT RE A2 B A 5 1 A KA 3G R SR, O R L B BB AT T 4% T R T
BTk St 7 BB ARYE .

Ei 40 i 32 22004k oy ML RALRT M2 R AL, M1 BRI dif b B e i, Lo R 4n i
IS DU E L], FF R 0% AR M2 BUR2 ik B, sk 1L-10 %5
PLRH T, AT SO (2 NG 5AESUE EM, G FIBR I M1 AR M2 Ak 0
) 59 6T 0B o R S 2 AT BRI G BT R E T, R S B AL e it A sy, B B2
PR AR RE S T, IEB ST R SEIRNE S, 4R ER EVvs (EAT
BMDMs [7] M1 R ALF1 M2 R AL /KT 00 B A, X R Ua Ak il g B EVs 2 4905
5 (I PAMP 54 1) IV FEER BT, BE4ERefE AN BIE S B, SO
JE SIERRAT, SN AT AR Ak (RS A0 14 o ASHIE S0 R FITE Th G B0 0 L sh A S R S g2
ARGk A0, Sng 2k B OR EVs 1A R G I B0 IS 1 K MR A7 S 2 4 s, OF
AR EVs 5% RN . AT IUR IR F R ER R EVSs TR FEAR 1 T DAFS (R
CFU /K, #Emsh i iIf7iG%, Brauer et all?if 7t Bon ik i LD-F1 ) EVs Tl BT $2 15
RIFIEAF G2, S5 R G ARSIOHE AL A — 5 AFFRSIEIRERY, H EVs RIS
UET R G R GE BN, AR T B TE R, e S sk G i B IR R IR 4 R AR R
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AHEFCIE s M # LD-F1 fef =2k EVs, HBEAGRIEENE, Revs T 00 E VR i~ A4 &
REST 5T, B AR EVs B (2t AR 1) M1 BURT M2 RIRRAG R, X IR 3
B ORISR R BA DR E T, iy S & SR H B IR At TS % .

SHE IR
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