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Advances in molecular mechanisms underlying the promotion of cancer
development and progression by EphA2
Yu Hui!, Han Chen?, Wang Shili!, Yang Haihong!, Lu Peiyuan'~
('School of Medicine, Shandong Xiehe University, Jinan 250109; 2School of Clinical and Basic

Medical Sciences, Shandong First Medical University, Jinan 250117)

Abstract Erythropoietin-producing hepatoma receptor A2 (EphA2) is a member of the
erythropoietin-producing hepatoma (Eph) subfamily of receptor tyrosine kinases. As a critical
regulator of cancer development and progression, EphA2 can promote tumor initiation, growth,
invasion, metastasis, stemness, and angiogenesis by activating or enhancing the oncogenic signaling
pathways. High expression of EphA2 in tumor tissues is closely associated with poor prognosis,

thus it is a very promising potential target for cancer treatment. This article reviews the molecular
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mechanisms by which EphA2 promotes cancer development and progression, aiming to  provide
clues and theoretical basis for EphA2-targeted cancer treatment.
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ZARTR R UAN (receptor tyrosine kinase, RTK ) & — 2 B [ [ 4 0 22 T 32 44, “EXA1 1660
N X BA R A IRV . RTK /T PAA SA S ST, X4iRm st H5HE. 17
i ARLLAGE R A B EAN. fE AP 58 A RTK, RIEEMIHAMX 1751
FRARMAERT BLS3 A 20 NS EN . o, BFECEEE Cerythropoietin-producing hepatoma, Eph)
RN F G RH) RTK WAED, fENEHILG 14 MR A BHRE A Z K2

(erythropoietin-producing hepatoma receptor A2, EphA2) & Eph 3244 5% j i iff 7t 15 22 1)
B AZ —, EAMEEA EER A INRE, T HAE R MR TE I 2 0\ 8B h B G
PR S, RSO e iR EphA2 (50T 4510 S FAS S5 SHRHIE, BE SR ANER IS H A it i
Je A RE F 14 53T L o
1 Eph ZEEFKEK

Eph SZ2R 5%t — A5 AU RTK 41523, Eph 52 4R i SRS A 1) N-2K i i
AKX XOR EAT B S I C— R A X AL e AR X — AN AR 4 & S5 A6 3
—™ Sushi Z5#ik. —PNREAEKRFT (epidermal growth factor, EGF) Ff&5 Fais L K AN B
HMAEE AR AR . BN XE—NMERX . —MISEE. — M o Bk

(sterile alpha motif, SAM) Z5F38 DL J— AN TRl J5 % FE B 1 95/ 0 discs large g #1125
H/BUNT B E-1 (postsynaptic density protein 95/discs large/zonula occludens-1, PDZ) 454
A SRR S, I A T DRI IR R . A2 B AN 5 B Rk 123 (|8 1), Eph %2
PRI ECAR 2 4 R A9 ephrin (1) 20 M 2 170 A 1 2300 W4T FE AN X (1 77 B ARALLE DL R 4555 1) ephrin
BCAR 725, Eph SZ4KTT L4324 A B Eph 324481 B ! Eph 244, EATENFKH 3514 9

(EphA1-A8 F1 EphA10) 154~ (EphB1-B4 Fl EphB6) i3, A A Eph 5244l 45 &
A 2 ephrin Fiff, XA BE— MHERLEEIGMELEE (glycosylphosphatidylinositol, GPI) %%
HiE A plE EREA ST (B 1D, EAEPILE 55 (ephrin A1-A5). B %! Eph 3Z {41l
WeEG B K ephrin FUAR, IXRECAER —MEBE N, HBEAXEH A PDZ 4ifgss &5
PR CL I AT A R AL B R AN 2 Rk 3k (I 1), TE A I 3 F (ephrin B1-B3)
3, X ephrin FLARHS & —AMRSE LT N-Kui 2 R 45 & 2500380123 (B 1D,

2 EphA2 REfESHE



2.1 EphA2 IS5 HIHRHE

EphA2 #& 1990 4E7EFl 5 AR R R IEEF (protein tyrosine kinase, PTK) 75 & {757 [X 42§
FAZ TR HARET 7% Hela ZHAE cDNA SCEERS RIS, FUAEAE bR guf s ik, fir e
IR N b 2 203 (epithelial cell kinase, ECK) [©1, EphA2 £ —/~H1 976 MR IEFRE
L2 AU RTK, 73 F- 524 130 kDU C—oRuifi i Y X & — 8] AR R 14 ) S R R R i
Hram X A A AR LUR A B S R A I 2 IRk B (Y588 1 Y594) U1, il &b a3
A A TT AR R AL OB R TR I (Y735 R Y772) U381, Sis 46 KRl SAM 45 M dsk 1) 3% %
X A BN A LA B RR A I 22 2 IR/ 75 2 BR i Bk (S892. T898. S897. S899 F1 S901) Pl, SAM
CEMIIE A — A AT DA R BRI IO B R IR JE (Y930 1), 3 BU B SR I I O R A b 10 T LAt
A7 EphA2 W&, X} EphA2 HEY==Dhae A EEZ R T/EH . EphA2 FTELS A 2% ephrin
B i T AR AT — R HAE R, Horb 5 ephrin A1 SR A1 )1 8¢5EP), ephrin A1 & —/MH 205 M4
FERRIE I ALK M4y T 88 22 kD ) GPI #iE & AL,

PDZ domain-binding motif

Intracellular

O O g RO OO,

ORI ASAANY

Eph-binding domain Eph-binding domain

EphrinA EphrinB
Ephrin-binding domain
Sushi domain

Extracellular

EGF-like domain

Fibronectin type lll repeats

i'.;!gf VARV SVRALONY

-Juxtamembrane region

AN KON

Intracellular

Kinase domain

® Tyrosine phosphorylation

® Serine/threonine phosphorylation SAM domain

(} PDZ domain-binding motif
Eph receptor

Bl 1 Eph 3244/ Ephrin BAKE AR E
Fig.1 Schematic diagram of the structure of Eph receptors and their ephrin ligands
2.2 EphA2 KIfg 5# 5
EphA2 5481/ 41 i ¥ ephrin A1 A5 ELAE FH 7] L5 5 — R FIME 5 # F . [N EphA2 1l ephrin
Al FR AR A, B S (F B AT RAS R — R (X (s 58 5. IERfE S
¥R T 3RS EphA2 40N, [ Inf5 55 SR A2 T-3RIK ephrin A1 (4N, BG5S
#3755 EphA2 ISE AT NE X OR <7 B Z R IR AE 1 ) 5 WERR AL, AT 0 FL g 1



g — R IR IR BAVE 55 385), (T ephrin Al AEAEEEENE, RG-S
1B A2 AR, AT 1) B RS 5 AN AP MRS A M 1 X ) (55 3 SRR
Z L) EphA2 {5 TiBERMY. FERA AL G ESL T, EphA2 AT DU 55 H Al 410 i 2% [H
SR VAR AR 4 2R O R AR FLAE AR IS 2 R 5, FONAEZ LR EphA2 {5 Sl 4l
un, EphA2 e AR ARRAS D 7 N5 R B AE KB 7 3248 (epidermal growth factor receptor,
EGFR) AR N 4K R 75244 2 (human epidermal growth factor receptor 2, HER2) A H.
TERFF 51— R E S5 S0, gh4lh, EphA2 AT LS I S897 ¥k HMAEs B
(serine/threonine-protein kinase AKT, AKT). ¥k S6 i (ribosomal S6 kinase, RSK),
PAKEE G A (protein kinase A, PKA) B FR A 1T i A2 B0 A% 18 22 {5 5 110 1417
3 EphA2 &I R AR T HLH
EphA2 [IIEH AW D ae GARIRNG I SR ARV E TR T . FUIR B R F OB KA
HraAM. thsh, EphA2 72 iR R A It i) — AN BB A R 7151, EphA2 Yo Jigd i) i
YRR, e R AT AR g K7, ] DU R ek Bl 72, 24 EphA2 5 HAC K
GEa I, I H AT LA G R AR R . KR AR B i LA R A/ 22 RR TR L R

P (rat sarcoma viral oncogene homolog/mitogen-activated protein kinase, RAS/MAPK) DA}
WEAR NI 3-34%/ 55 (¥ EE B (phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase/AKT serine/threonine kinase,

PI3K/AKT) %55 5@, LA EphA2 /B AR I ek AP, M, q3ch Bk g
i, EphA2 % AT LA HAh A0 2 10 52 0 LUK 40 P9 2R AR AR S BUR R i
RAS/MAPK. PI3K/AKT LA Ras [FlJFZ R 2 A (Ras homolog family member A, RhoA)
SRS IR AT S YR, LR EphA2 fE R ek R Tl E ™. /2 Ut EphA2 il

WA I IR E 53 AR RS S, EOE R MR T I R A S
BBAE TR, EEE MR LR . SR, WAATE AN FERLRME T, S
EphA2 {5 5 i B ) 1E 1745 5 %% 5t v LA 2 1 e o A Rt e o/ FR 220 el vl AL
EphA2 7 LUE i 2 AL 5 g o i A Rt e
3.1 {REEE R

EphA2 e & A BATIRSR MR EAE T o 7EIEW I FLIRR B4 MCF-10A Hid Rik

EphA2 RVAT LA S0 R A SR A R 3RA5 % Mg 1 A 70181, EphA2 i@ id 358 HER2 5
T B LR I R A R ARV R FLUIR A, EphA2 5 HER2 AHE/FF AT LASY
5% HER2 X F# ) RAS/MAPK Hll RhoA 5 5 @B IS 1E N, IS BeaL e r A1,



EphA2 & A] LLd IS 5 EGFR #HEAE F (2 it il A 5 B e it A=1%), EphA2 5 EGFR HIAH
A A i Eph A EAEH 22 #:8 H Ephexinl /5, J£ /] EGFR-Ephexinl-EphA2 &)
Al LABGE RAS, RAS X ] BLGE AKT, #UE 1) AKT X AT LA EphA2 1) S897 K A=tk k.,
BEMI4 52 EphA2 5 EGFR [AH EAE DO, b4, EphA2 i&n] DUE IS AKT FIST%5 0K
i 1{5 555 #3805 KT 3 (janus kinase 1/aignal transducer and activator of transcription
3, JAKI/STAT3) {5 5@ Mk I at s it & AR 10, 2, EphA2 W] DLd i o B 1 i
RAS/MAPK. RhoA. AKT LAK JAKI/STAT3 &It g {5 5 308 B e 4t ek gl 1) A 2

3.2 R R 40 M S SRR R AR K

EphA2 A DI i s s 308 i (i 200 0 165 58 P15 = 0 i o b e 4 B 2 AR A G
EphA2 o {i¢ 4H g 5 5815 = 308 % (Vs B0 08 5 P AR5t T R Wy 1 200, i LU o e | &
B A S . AEHAE R, EphA2 BRI ALY E ISR LEALEEY 1

(mechanistic target of rapamycin complex 1, mTORC1) FIZH I 4ME 587558 (extracellular
signal-regulated kinases, ERK) 15 ‘5 8 % 12 14f i 8 111 A4E K21 EphA2 mT AR K AKT (1) T308
MTECE AKT, AKT F#§E2 6 mTORC1 {2 &, 1 ERK /& EphA2 @ id ML (15
SIBBEE . EphA2 W LUBERR AL & 2 Il RR (s 2 MRS 2 (proline-rich tyrosine kinase 2,
Pyk2) [ Y402 #43E Pyk2, Pyk2 B4 Src (cellular Sre, c-Sre), #RJ5 c-Src FF#LIE ERK .
EphA2 i v] DA B A0 PR V5 AL 4T 4 RIJR U (rapidly accelerated fibrosarcoma kinase, Raf) 1fij
{2 0%, i Raf WU 2225 750 B EE  (mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase,
MEK), i MEK #3% ERKPY, 7EE/NufufitiE -, EphA2 A LUE I c-Jun LA G
P JF A Jun 2 (c-Jun N-terminal kinase/jun proto-oncogene protein, INK/c-JUN) {5
5 308 S AR PR 400 R PO 289 5, 4EL /2 Eph A2 BT INK/C-JUN 155388 3% F) EL AR ML) g S 75 21220,
TEAE/NR Rt 1, EphA2 38 w] DU i S0 (2 I i IE B Cy1 (phospholipase C gamma 1,
PLCy1) {35l kA BE IR (0 2E K23, EphA2 5 PLCy1 45 & R IL L Y783, Mm%
PLCy1®). hAbh, fEEMASE S, EphA2 w] LOE I IE & Sro RV 25 M350 B8 1 i 2 B o B il
2/ MM S TS 1/2 (SHP2/ERK1/2) 15 530 1% R AR 1 e gg (10 26 K240,

EphA2 J& AJ DUE o 484 56 {12 41 A 1 5 110 15 5308 5% 01 3 P 40 348 9 DA B g A K. 72
e, EphA2 1] DL Hippo {55380 1% (1 7% sl 0E I F Yes #HOCEE 1 (Yes-associated protein,
YAP) MEAEHIFFRERRILI Y357, Y357 BRRRIL AT L3R M YAP MRS E BT,
1711 96 548 5 92 o 14 Hippo {5 5 i, (i 15 9 200 0 10 44 e 2 Jie g AR K250
3.3 {RBHERENER



12 ZEFNEE RS S JhR 1 S LA ) R AE , 2 T BRI R TS 1 R R 20, Hoh e i 2
51 2 R S BT I B A DR, 90% AL )i p SR B A T MR A R 2T KB TR,
EphA2 A DAJE i i el s i 4R 22 L A2 1A A5 5 0@ B (st Rt i 12 28 RGBS . Qi i,
EphA2 7] DA% 535 1 5% Ras-MAPK 1 RhoA 15 5@ (FLA#kE) M1 mTORC1 Al ERK {5
S GHERE) P INK/C-JUN {553 (ARt UL K Hippo {55 @H (B
i) 1, ke S@ s AT AR RE IR A A, IR T DA R R 2R AR

FEFLARE T, ABMIANEER Cextracellular matrix, ECM) A3 T AT LL 5| e b 5 1) 53 5 1k

(epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) FI{ i3 i [ 2 28 Al #2128, ECM 1 FE T g ) 3%

Y6 /E H 2 H EphA2 8 H0E LYN/TWIST1 {5 518 i SE BRI R0 ECM A B Tt i v LIS ERK,
ERK #4375 RSK1, 35 H) RSK1 W] LRI EphA2 f S897, S897 WEERIL Y EphA2 W] LA
Src W Z R A Z — LYN ££ Y397 KAWL, MIMHEGE LYN. BuE K LYN T AR L
EMT ¥ 5<X 7 TWIST1 # Y103, {2 7ENfi N5 HAl € 23 Ras GTP Bi% 25 SH3 45
Fylfl4E &5 2 (Ras-GTPase activating protein SH3 domain-binding protein 2, G3BP2) 45,
SRJE TWIST1 #ENZH ML H0E EMT ARSCHE R 305, AT (R 1t Ji e 1) 4R 22 A e #5129

FE BT, B T 195 Hippo 15 538, EphA2 if o] LUE I MGE YESI 135 5 3l B i 1 i g
IR 2 MEFEP. EphA2 5 Sre Wl SR 2 — YES1 #HEAEHIFBER LI Y426, MM
BOiE YES1. YES1 i BRI AT (9 A2 1 Y23 WUSIEECEE B A2, JRECER A A2 HEAAH
A% S IE IR ) Myc. STAT3 Al STAT6 5543 K 5 I U S LA s EA TR sl 1, 2
B 8 98 12 2 RV R A DGR IR (R, AT (Rt v 8g (142 22 A6 #0500, B4t, EphA2 BT LLIE
IR 3R Wnt/B-catenin {5538 B (2 1k £ 7L FFF 99 REAH G (1 R 41 e 1) 12 22 A i R 1.
3.4 YEFIR T4 R

IR T4 (cancer stem cell, CSC) & M87 h AT [ FREE BT B /7 R AR 45 73 (0 10 22 b 90
AR AN MR, XM A R R B AR R A EEAE B, EphA2 Xf
T CSC A PEMAERE R OCE T, Bilhn, 7EpUR R 40 IR A s 22 i R . EphA2 X T+ CSC )
I A BR P 0 R (W33, Eph A2 T8 I 0 B 1Y SRE 18 15 Sl k15 T CSC AR
FHFRIE, MIM4ERE CSC IIHRHES

fE IR, EphA2 AJ LLE T 0% PI3K/AKT/STAT3 15 5B & 4+ CSC ) H 35 ¥ Al
BB, EphA2 I BRI p8S 1 Y458 ¥#ih PI3K, PI3K F¥yE AKT, AKT @il R

1, STAT3 ] S727 % STAT3. STAT3 HEANAHMIAZ%, uENHT-4ERF CSC FE B A = EAEH



(R SR R T R Sox2 il e-Mye I13R1%,  NIMTAERE SRR CSC 1 1 T8 37 Al e 1134

7E s SRR g o, EphA2 w] LB 8458 Hippo {5 5l {21 CSC TPl EphA2
T SEEOE ERK, B0UE ) ERK 7] DU 5E YAP IZRIETHERE YAP I EHS . YAP BENZH
J5 5 Hippo {55 @ % 5K 7 TEAD3 454, s CSC KB R 7 F KLF4 [3RIZE,
NI 38 58 1 s S IR 40 Mg CSC IRT-1E), it Ah, EphA2 & n] URE IS 0% INK/c-JUN {5 538
AL FRFIE /N i CSC YRR M2
3.5 fREMYE ML A B

I3 AR Jl e A E A B IS TR Fablr I A8 (R, o T e 1) AR R e 78 B 10 B 1A
Mo ARZHFFTLE, EphA2 AT DLALRE R L AE A 2o SR 5 Al A e i 2 Rk Jeg 1) ik
FEARIE, EphA2 o TR L AR s iR AR A F 3 2l i K22 i IE 15 5 T se i),
I8 W 24K RF (vascular endothelial growth Factor, VEGF) {5 5 38 % 7E B8 I8 A8 plie F8
i B EEAE MBS, EphA2 IIE RIS S 3 LUEE 1EH T VEGF {5 58 B 1k i eg i
. ephrin Al X+ EphA2 FI0E 7 FIXE T VEGF i85 5 (1 o i 28 o2 6 75 BT, mlfE
(79 EphA2 [ IE A5 586 S7E VEGF 515 A B 40 17 e 88 £ O 30 % 1ty o et o o 2 T

o BLAh, ephrin A1 B R LAMYSE VEGF 5 MR 40 (F 208, A3 5 fiigd th ) VEGF
(ERCE P

BOR IR FER N, SRUR T e A% FLIRR (K M /& EphA2 34 Y LU I 807 i — R
G B I (adenosine monophosphate -activated protein kinase, AMPK) 1% ‘518 i {72 3k b
TR A e e e A% LI A SRR () S A P Ks EphA2 I8 28 N K4, JFAEZ AR
A FIENE 5% 5. ephrin A1 UG EphA2 BT DU 25 /45 1A 21 140 6 1) 2 1 SR

fif p( Ca/calmodulin-dependent protein kinase kinase B, CaMKKp), 1fif J5 CaMKK ¥ AMPK .

i

s ) AMPK 1] USRI 48015 S [ 1o (hypoxia inducible factor-1a, HIF-1a) % 4 /KF
IR HAZ A2 1). HIF-10 U 7] LUE I EUE VEGFE 2 (2 il g 8 A i),
4 BE5RE

£ ERid, EphA2 52 il A A= AN e i) — S B Bk R 1, 8 AT DA o S0 Y e fie
PR A5 S I BRI A A . ARG IRZENIEL RS L IV A DL B SRR IR A B R
EphA2 £ 2 i N KM H 2 =20k, JF BHAE MR A b sl 5 R A RS B
R IR R AR AT AL 40 % DA 5% . BRI, EphA2 & — AN A 1 S IR R T i R R A
145 IEC 2T TARZ 4 EphA2 1697 MR IO 7T TAE, JF H iR T CE# Ay
RIGET Bt . EphA2 ik ies i A= FH it R LA B 7000 T 42 1R EphA2 ) JRIIG T R A B2
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