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Evaluate the anti-inflammatory activity of the magnolol ester derivative YW and
investigate its mechanism of action on chondrocyte senescence
Xu Haochen®-Peng Jie1Yang Pingting®Zhang Meihua®Hu Weiwen1Wang Xulei?, Wei Weil,
Wang Chun®{Yan Shangxug" 2
(Mnstitute of Clinical Pharmacology, School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Anhui Medical
University; Key Laboratory of Anti-inflammatory and Immune Medicines, Ministry of Education;
Hefei 230032; 2Experimental Animal Center, Anhui Medical University, Hefei 230032)

Abstract Objective To evaluate the anti-inflammatory activity of the novel magnolol ester
derivative YW and to investigate its effects on chondrocyte senescence and preliminary
mechanisms. Methods Magnolol and p-methylbenzoic acid were used as raw materials to
synthesize the magnolol ester derivative YW (Molecular Formula: C2sH2403, Molecular Weight:
384.17, HPLC Purity >96%) via DCC/DMAP-catalyzed esterification. Cytotoxicity was assessed
using the CCK-8 assay. A lipopolysaccharide (LPS)-induced RAW264.7 macrophage activation
model and an interleukin-1p (IL-1B)-induced rat primary chondrocyte model were established.
The release and mMRNA expression of inflammatory factors including nitric oxide (NO), IL-1p,
tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-a), and interleukin-6 (IL-6) were detected by enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA), Griess reagent method, and quantitative real-time PCR
(RT-gPCR). The expression of senescence markers such as inducible nitric oxide synthase (iNOS),
pro-interleukin-1p (pro-IL-1B), lysine acetyltransferase 7 (KAT7), cyclin-dependent kinase
inhibitor 1A (p21), and cyclin-dependent kinase inhibitor 2A (p16), as well as proteins related to
chondrocyte extracellular matrix synthesis and catabolism, were analyzed by Western blot (WB).
Molecular docking was performed using Discovery Studio 2019 to validate target binding. Results
YW exhibited no significant cytotoxicity at concentrations < 20umol/L. YW
concentration-dependently inhibited LPS-induced macrophage inflammatory cytokine release,
significantly downregulated iNOS, Pro-IL-1p protein, and inflammatory cytokine mRNA
expression (P<0.01). YW stably bound to KAT7 protein (binding energy: —94.2 kcal/mol); YW
downregulated KAT7 and aging marker protein expression in naturally aged and IL-1B-induced
chondrocyte models (P<0.01); YW regulated chondrocyte matrix synthesis and catabolic protein

expression in IL-1p-induced chondrocytes (P<0.01). Conclusion YW inhibits macrophage



activation and inflammatory cytokine release while downregulating KAT7 and senescence marker
protein expression in chondrocytes, thereby blocking chondrocyte senescence.
Key words magnolol ester derivatives; macrophages; chondrocytes; anti-inflammation;
senescence
Fund program Key Research and Development Program of Anhui Province ( No.
2023s07020003) ; Research Project of Anhui Provincial Institute of Translational Medicine
(No0.2023zhyx-B14)
Corresponding authors Wei Wei, E-mail: wwei@ahmu.edu.cn; Wang Chun, E-mail:
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HRT K (Osteoarthritis, OA) & — i FE SR A LR BIN, kK LA RaR)7
230, OA (¥ RV J i J5 AR U A R S SR BE, OR7TT N E2 A0IA A H  EEEEAE
HHMRE L FBOE I REIGR, Dd PR R, FRE, O N B R A, R
TR B PR R BE R F--00 (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) « F 41/ 2-6 Cinterleukin-6, IL-6)
SERIER T, RIS MERREWOA S, B PR RS AR, R LR
filf 7 (lysineacetyltransferase 7, KAT7) JEIXBN4H i 3 2 (1) CHE A 7. OA it e 5 KAT7
AR 2 8 M SOREMOA S 2 UM OCB), AR, I KAT7 #IfiIF Bl g w, H
Xif 9 RE R F BN E G PR, ELARCEIR YT B I8 A% 1A 1) e, R AR = TR L 22 L s R 1 B
TEAERBE, BN b 25 B AN E BRI Y, BEA RN HI A% R 1 kBl R R L R
W (nuclear factor-xB/mitogen-activated protein kinase, NF-kB/MAPK ) i % Jf: [ 28 iE Rl -7
AP AR TR T AN A R, Gl OGBE R BB I T & RS AN BERTAE (YWD , B
FEEEE YW FIHT ARG PR LLRO ST BB A S 2 AR FH T2, BAIRNE YW TR
OA BT 2R )0 ) SE B ARl
1 MEETE
1.1 #Ek
1.1.1 SERFY

4 R HEVE SD KR, R 70~100 g, T 2B L3 sl O [V AT ES 5. SCXK

(f5g) 2022-006], Zh¥ieEE e 45~ PZ-2025-018.
112 EZERA

JEAME (B85 : 528-43-8) . X HIEEZEHIR (115 99-94-5) W H LilgH st/ Al ;

GAPDH ik H 5 [H Affinity A® ($85: AF7021) ; KAT7 fitik ($25: 13751-1-AP) .



40/ &=-1p Ri1& (Pro-interleukin-1p, Pro-1L-1p) Fiifk (#%5: 16806-1-AP) . S —
AMEAHE (Inducible nitric oxide synthase, INOS) #ifk (f5'5: 22226-1-AP) . i &)@
FHi 13 (Matrix metalloproteinase 13, MMP13) #ifk (5. 18165-1-AP) . 4 A HIEH
A S BT 41 751 1A (Cyclin-dependent kinase inhibitor 1A, p21) #ifk (155 : 10355-1-AP) .
Pt ($25: SA00001-2) W H i = I8 AEWIHEARAE RAF 403 F 18 B A g it 41
#157] 2A (Cyclin-dependent kinase inhibitor 2A, p16) ik (125 : ab51243) . SRY-Box ¥
[X-¥- 9 (SRY-Box transcription factor 9, Sox9) Pifk (ft5: ab185966) . Runt fHICH: % A1
2 (Runt-related transcription factor 2, Runx2) #iif& (75 : ab192256) 4 H J[E Abcam A ] ;
CCK-8 B &Il B 2R & EMFBHAA IR AR ELISA W& B YA R N EMH AR
fRA®: —%4b%& (Nitric oxide, NO) A& H L3 2 RAEVEARGIR AT Freezol
reagent 77 &% EH B W MEREAE RO R AR IL-18. TNF-a. 1L-6 5147 51 th 22 o
MAA BRA 7 A B
1.1.3 SEIefusd

Infinite M1000 Pro AU 2 DhRERGHRX (245 Infinite M1000 PRO) ¥ F %ifi -+ Tecan
AF]; Tanon # REL K ERAEAX (B4 Tanon 4600) 14 H ¥R AEAE MR LB IR A ;
VAR OHL (345 Centrifuge 5810) ) H 4% [E Eppendorf A F]; IEEZOLRMEE (A5
DM48) W18 Leica 2vFl; i RGBUH Gk B I A (B45 2 Alliance E2695) W [ 3¢ &
Agilent A ],
12 SERITH
121 EABMEEATEDRE R

RPN 267 gE A By 1.36 gxf HIIE KR . 62 mg 4- — H Rk g
( 4-Dimethylaminopyridine, DMAP ) . 2.06 g NN- — 3 & % fix — ¥ %
(N,N'-Dicyclohexylcarbodiimide, DCC) , #4T /KA ML, A 20 mLIE/K — 5 H
ft (Dichloromethane, DCM) , Fe/-RAIEME, SiRHIFE 12h. RMEEHIG, Sk
UE, FHH O CERZEEG 73 ) AR FR S IR S B MR 3K, Rk
ek, WA DU JOKBRER T4, et SRS 3T REIAEZ T 47 il (petroleum ethe,
PE) : ZFRZMEE (ethyl acetate, EA) =30 : 1 /»&4lifk, n/#33| A GRFEE) .



YW H& % 2%
Design and synthesis of YW

1.22 RAW264.7 il 5904

SEISFF U AT FCH] YW VA9, B 3.84 mg YW, ] 100 uL — FF3EWEAK, (dimethyl sulfoxide,
DMSO) &AM, 334k N 100 mmol/L FIRFE, F 0.22 um BRI SE, —20 °CHRAF .
¥ RAW264.7 41 fiu ks 75 T2 10%M6 4 L5 1) =i DMEM 85553, BT 2641 37 °C. 5%CO;
(B FRAE . BHRBBENL > A: NC 1. LPS 4 (1 pg/mL LPS) . LPS+YW K4 (1 pg/mL
LPS +5 umol/L YW) . LPS+YW FikfE2H (1 pg/ml LPS +10 pmol/L YW) . LPS+YW Hik
FEZH (1 pg/mL LPS +20 umol/L YW) . JcH YW Fiikb# 2 h, A LPS $# 24 h, B J57E
a8 T MRS ARSI TR, K S AR AR IR .
123 WEAMRKIE. BREL A

M 4 S8 SD R BB B Bl b 2 B R A A0 . KB CO BEFEALSE S, ok %
P AIREOSUN B e e, PBS #iBE 3 Ik, BN 1 mm3 A A E B S, FEIR
WA 16 mL B0, B0 AR LJE PBS, I 0.2%IA R F &, 37 °CiH/L 6 h
JE 20 pm ZHBEIERS R PENE LT, 1 000 r/min B0 5 min, FF_EEW, AN 10%I05E )
DMEM/F12 55 7R LB R M, K 200 M S e 7% 22 TS - 5 97 5 1) 25 em? 35 79 il 37
°CHi TR KNEBBCH MM FRAERINE 10% a2F LG K DMEM/F12 Bk, IL-1p B35
LyWE AL 9% 48 h, BE9R41E N 37 °C. 5%CO0,. AHffI/r4H4: NC ZH. IL-1p £ (10 ng/mL
IL-1B) IL-1p+Y W K 4H.(10 ng/mL IL-1B+5 pmol/L YW) . IL-1B+YW HH# 2 (10 ng/mL
IL-1B+10 pmol/L YW)  IL-1B+YW mif EE2H (10 ng/mL I1L-1B+20 umol/L YW) .
124 REHKRKLEE

MR (Col I et G th 5 IR Je  EATH B R 4 oE o SR 4R IE Jr

AR, ZpNGEEFECH S, 4%% B HEEE E 20 min, 3%id A A ER T E 10 min,



5%BSA Hf ] 10 min, J#&i0 Col II—#t, 4 °CidK . HIREHINZA I, R THE 2h,
DAPI %uf5 8 min, JEANFIARIGIAER KT, FaF . 5T HOREIER 6, [FHe 5 PR
Wt 5 min, BAEECEENUKG IR T, R R F .

125 CCK-8 Lo

¥ RAW264.7 41U AT BUEA IR 1% R 100 ANFLER T 96 FLAR i joss 9%, it
ITR AL B S, FEER, NS 10% CCK-8 Vil M58 A5 778, 7E 37 °C. 5% CO I s
EE 2h, KBS ERE (absorbance, A) B, EFRIRK N 450 nm, C3E5L56 45 H,
5 ) 0 P 8 L P G
1.2.6 ELISA =4 L¥EH IL-6. TNF-0 & &

GrUIEETR 24 h, BUHAHANM BB, 440 ELISA W7 45 i B R AT 1
B A FARERAGEA TR, WA 5000 2 A3
1.2.7 Griess & NO H&

B — 2 S AI40M 359, 1000 rimin 8.0 5 min, £FRZ4R, B EERSH . BEERS
Griess IV A, WHZ 10 1 BRG] A G B, E=E T, BE—8N
15~30 min. I 73 66 B THAE 540 nm B T I ERE S A S, ARIEFRAE I 2 THEAE A NO
HlEn
128 4FxEE

K TR AR T YW 5 KAT7 ZIaigs&1ER . 15k, MR F T S i i

(protein data bank, PDB) H1 N4k KAT7 (IR ghitt), £ pdb SR Bl 50 8 o 45 1) gk
ITTIACE, CFESREUR AN FIERNSE . KBRS T INAR T AL IR
B FAIRAS, ARG T  FXHEr . BeRR IR RE =4E45#. [, M ChemDraw
Bt YW B Z4E e g, IR SN DS 2019 Hr, HEAT R R AR /MU AL BN = 4E
giRtiAe, REHBIE MM S, I E X EERCA. 76 DS 2019 o, 4 HbH 5
KAT7 FE A E N2, YW 70 FRE NI, @ SUEME D48, R LibDock X 52%:
HEAT /0 TR, T YW 5 KAT7 3R [ 2 45 S aRRISE A )

1.29 EAMAZEHE (Western blot, WB) LI

W4 LPS K251 1) 1) RAW264.7 40 AN IL-1B A 254 Pl i () 4B 40 P, B2 B 4t

MR, B BB B, 280 GAPDH (1:5000) . KAT7 (1:1000) . p16 (1:

1000) . p21 (1:1000) . iNOS(1:1000) + Pro-IL-1B (1:1000) . Sox9(1:1000)



—PUE LR HoAIMAX R 40 (1100000 , 37°CHFHE 2h, PEE, . Imagel
BAF BT IR BEAB I RHEAT Ge vt 43 BT 6
1.2.10 RT-gPCR 5%

Freezol reagent i/ 22N /5 42 B0 RNA, #E47 RNA WK R, f§ A (LE
1.8~2.1 Zf), JEIEMFEF RGP E SN cDNA. ##ls SYBGREEN PCR i & ik 17 &
ST, AAAFL10 pl. SIMFPFINE 1. SEAFEARE 3ANE L, %E GAPDH ARSI

HHATRSIE, I 2722CT HH50 B I RE DR AR 6 2604 5

1 3YF3
Tab.1 Primer sequences
Gene Sequence (5'-3")
IL-15 F: GCAACTGTTCCTGAACTCAACT

R: ATCTTTTGGGGTCCGTCAACT
TNF-a F: CCTGTAGCCCACGTCGTAG
R: GGGAGTAGACAAGGTACAACCC
IL-6 F: TAGTCCTTCCTACCCCAATTTCC
R: TTGGTCCTTAGCCACTCCTTC
p-actin F: GGCTGTATTCCCCTCCATCG

R: CCAGTTGGTAACAATGCCATGT

13 ZiitFhhE

KH SPSS 22.0 BAFEAT G004, FrAEEHRIAT & IR0, 4R X £ s &Ko,
ZHIE BRI R R T Z 58T (ANOVA) , A ZE 74 Tukey /5K 50317 7 95 LU,
P<<0.05 NZEFA GLIHFAE o
2 GR
21 HiMLEMRERELE

BT R WSCHERIRIE R B RN ERATAEY) YW, H BT HR-MS | °C NMR.'H NMR,
HPLC f33iEs:, EISEdE. WEamait K ma ™ (B 1—5) .

5, -T2 R AE-[1, 1-BOR]-2-0E A-FRSRHIREE, Ak, 72 80%. 'H

NMR(600 MHz,Chloroformd) & 7.85(d,J=8.2 Hz,3 H),7.30(d,J=8.3 Hz,1 H),7.25(d,J=8.1 Hz,



3 H),7.19(d,J=7.9 Hz,3 H),6.98(d,J=7.6 Hz,3 H), 6.84(d,J= 8.6 Hz,1 H),6.00(ddtJ= 16.8,10.
0,6.8 Hz, 2 H),5.89-5.77(m,1 H),5.18-5.09(m, 1 H),4.99-4.91(m, 2 H),2.39(s,5 H). 3C NM
R(151 MHz, Chloroform-d) & 165.63,151.33,147.20,144.48,138.70,137.79,136.92,131.89,131.8
1,130.75,130.23,130.18,129.73,129.73,129.71,129.71,129.24,126.38,123.87,123.27,116.59,116.19,
115.57,39.71,39.33,21.85.HRMS calculated for CosH240s [M + H]* 385.17254, found 385.17

905.

B1 YW BN

Fig.1 Chemical structure of YW

CP-2554#13 RT: 0.09 AV: 1 NL: 286E7
T: FTMS + p ESI| Full ms [200.0000-1000.0000]
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Fig.2 High-resolution mass spectrum of YW



H3 YW RS RRE E

Fig.3 Carbon-13 nuclear magnetic resonance spectrum of YW

B4 YW ZRSLIREE R

Fig.4 H nuclear magnetic resonance spectrum of YW



B 5 YW RSB EEGE
Fig.5 High-performance liquid chromatogram of YW
22 YW 5 KAT7 HIxHEEM
T REBORIN YW 5 KAT? Z B G WHEER R, YW 5 KAT7

| A Z L5 REN-94.2 keallmol . Z45 REW], YW FTLLE KAT7 fasEdia (K 6) .



B6 YWIE5 KAT? EAS TR
Fig.6 Docking diagram of YW and KAT7 protein

7#: A: Three-dimensional structure diagram of docking of YW and KAT7 protein; B:
Two-dimensional structure diagram showed the interaction between YW and KAT7 protein.
2.3 HEHAMRKBESERERLEE

KT 20 Bl A 70 2 1 SRR 4R IAE IR RS T B3O8, A T80 IRE, 4/
Bi— Bt RiF. dplieEfs, A FERICNEY . METESRARIY, H T WsE 2R 4e
IR RIRFERETO RO T, MPHAL R CHRES. woh, X 3ALLAK
PSR AR AT ORI IS g to, S5 R EIR (B 7D AR A7 R T8 55 10 5 G TR o



A7 JFERRREKEHRREEX10
Fig.7 Identification of primary rat chondrocytes X 10
A: Col Il staining; B: Benzidine blue staining.

24 YW X RAW264.7 40 J 3B 40 M ¥ 71 R il

PL— € W BA B (10. 20+ 30. 40. 50. 60 pmol/L) [ JE AN B AT A4 YW T-7 RAW264.7
2N 24 h BCE 4N 48 h )5, N CCK-8 1, Rl 4i R wor (16 8) YW ] RAW264.7
E M B R LIS ), 4K EE<<20 pmol/L B, YW X RAW264.7 4 S i 40 s 7 )1
SFICEEA, T4 EEE F) 40 pmol/L B, YW 2 1| RAW264.7 i /7 IR FEIAF] 30

umol/L i, YW 2 HI B 4 g /) (P<<0.01)

B8 YW X RAW264.7 41 B 3K & 4 3 1 B
Fig.8 The effects of YW on the activity of RAW264.7 cells and chondrocytes
7E: A: Cell viability of RAW264.7 cells after 24-hour treatment with different concentrations
of YW, B: Cell viability of chondrocyte after 48-hour treatment with different concentrations of

YW; “P<0. 01 vs 0 umol/L YW group.



2.5 YW i LPS RIS K RAW264.7 41544

ELISA 1 Griess St 45 R I (] 9 A—9 C), LPS Hlli# 41 RAW264.7 41734 H) 1L-6.
TNF-a. NO BHE = TIEH4 (P<0.01) . 47 YW 5, YW (5. 10. 20 umol/L) 241
#l IL-6. TNF-a. NO 45 (P<<0.01) ; RT—gPCR siG4i R E R (K9 D) , 5 LPS4
AL, YW(10. 20 pmol/L) & 2540 JORE 7 IL-1B. IL-6. TNF-a mRNA [f]j#ik (P<<0.01) ;
YW G4 H IL-1B AT TNF-a B mRNA RIA2Z R LS55 3 WB S R iR (B9
E—9G) , 5 LPSAAMLL, YW(10. 20 pmol/L) & &M 4 AER T INOS. Pro-1L-1p & A

®ik (P<0.05) . PLLSEIGSEREH], YW ATLAUREBOR 5K, KRR ER .

B9 YW #if LPS RIBHE T RAW264.7 41 fIiE4L
Fig.9 YW inhibited LPS stimulation-induced activation of RAW264.7 cells
7F: A: The effects of YW on IL-6 release; B: The effects of YW on TNF-a release; C: The
effects of YW on NO release; D: The effects of different concentrations of YW on mRNA
expression of IL-1B, IL-6, and TNF-a in each group; E-G: Western blot was used to detect the
effects of different concentrations of YW on the protein expression levels of iNOS and Pro- IL-1j

in each group; a: Normal group; b: LPS group; ¢: YW 5 pumol/L+LPS group; d: YW 10



umol/L+LPS group; e: YW 20 pmol/L+LPS group; "P<<0.05,”P<<0.01 vs LPS group; #P<0.01
vs Normal group.
2.6 YW ZEKR pl0 KA A EEEEE p ] KAT7 KREZHREVNEARE

WB sZie 4t B R (K 10A—10D) , 5 p2 UM L, pl0 /8K R#CE 40+ KAT7. p21
J plé R ERIATHE (P<0.05) . SFREREMMEY) YW 43 48h f5 (K 10E—10H) ,
FIREEA (20 pmol/L) KAT7 KMIEZAMRE A p2l. plé MIRIERE T (P<0.01) ; KK
FEH BRI TS, (HERREBNGITHFREE.

Bl 10 YW it B RRERR P RFHME KAT7, p21. ple EEHREX
Fig.10 YW inhibited the expression of KAT7, p21 and p16 proteins in primary
chondrocytes in a natural aging model

7#: A-D: The effects of Western blot detection on the expression levels of KAT7, p21, and
pl6 proteins in primary chondrocytes from p2 and p10 generation rats; E-H: Western blot was
used to detect the effects of different concentrations of YW on the protein expression levels of
KAT7, p21 and p16 in primary chondrocytes of rat in each group; a: P10 RPCC group; b: YW 5
umol/L group; c¢: YW 10 umol/L group; d: YW 20 umol/L group; "P<<0.05 vs p2 group; *#P<
0.01 vs P10 RPCC group.
2.7 YW ] IL-18 FHRERRIFAH B KAT7. p2l. ple REKEER AR50
WEREARE

WB SR g R ER (M 11A—11D) , IL-1B S EE LI T E4iH KAT7, p21 &
p16 H LA/ (P<0.01) , KW IL-1B BLINiF T T 4 2 A0 GBS W0, 1 YW



T 48 h 5, LREARRIEZRIME] . YW AP (20 umol/L) ) KAT7. p21 K pl6
FEAFRIEKFE IL-1p HEZFEL (P<0.01) ; WB LI RE/R (I11E—11D , IL-1p
B3 LRI E T ADAMTSS Al MMP13 45k, I T & RACHIAR K T
Sox9 IJFRIE, [AII_E i Runx2(P<<0.01)Fik . 1 YW Ab ¥ 2H 7w Hh B 5 WK FE 36, ADAMTS5
A MMP13 [ZIE AR, Sox9 MIFRIE/KFIZHIKE, Runx2 HFRIAERKIEZ YW (10,
20 pmol/L) AbFEFREML (P<<0.01) . iXEEZEILRIT YW BEGEG 2] IL-1B 155 M 41
o AR, (R IR BR A, i 4 B R E A

B 11 YW i) IL-1p SRR RRIEARSK B AN KAT7. p2l. ple REERERR SRS 0 #
RMEARE
Fig.11 YW suppressed the expression of KAT7, p21, p16, and matrix anabolic and
catabolic proteins in IL-1B-induced rat primary chondrocytes

7E: A-D: Western blot was used to detect the effects of different concentrations of YW on the
protein expression levels of KAT7, p21 and p16 in IL-1B-induced rat primary chondrocytes in
each group; E—I: Western blot was used to detect the effects of different concentrations of YW on
the protein expression levels of ADAMTS5, MMP13, Sox9 and Runx2 in IL-1B-induced rat

primary chondrocytes in each group; a: Normal group; b: IL-1p group; c¢: YW 5 umol/L+IL-1p



group; d: YW 10 umol/L+IL-1B group; e: YW 20 pmol/L+IL-1p group; #P<<0.01 vs Normal
group; “P<<0.01 vs IL-1B group.
3 Wik
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YW Rt BB i 4 AR5 Cextracellular matrix, ECM) (16 5 70 AR, 4ERFR
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i KAT7 ) CBEALThRE, BRIS L RESE S VE4 & KATT B 148 [N, SIACRARTER:
R T I . WF AR ITE AR IL-1B I S A SR, KAT7 &
BERZEEWR, YW TS, KAT?7 RIEZRREY) p21. pl6 MIZA Rk EEMME T, 3
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Mg, YW FE IL-10 75550 4R 3% S AR v 7 e i B A e B 25 ) KAT7 3Rk, HAEA]

] REAZ SO A B rh LB S Sl B U A



SR, AW FATAFAE R R . AT 7O T4, ROR T IE R OA SR IR IE
YW HIE N 2R 24 YW FERIREE (=40 pmol/L) TRILHAIMEEM, His
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